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Buﬂdrng Brldges

The Neptune Township Regronal Deaf Educatron Program Helps
! Audrtorrly Impatred (AI) Students Succeed in a Hearing World.

Reena Banerjee is one remarkable young
lady! -

Reena is currently a sophomore at Neptune
Hrgh School in Neptune New Jersey. She is
taking a full course load of classes, |ncIud|ng
* Honors Algebra. - Reena is a member of the
school 8ds. varsity bowling
~ as well. This spring, she is hoping to join the
softball team. Reena is also involved in many
other activities and recently served as one of the
emcees for her. school 0s
Public Service Forum. She is a well -spoken, con-
fident, and personable student with lots of '
- friends, a great sense of humor, and a maturity
that belies her years. Reena has also set some
- pretty ambitious goals for herself, After com-
pleting college, she is determined to go on to
medical school and ultimately become a pedia- -
tncran

What makes Reenads achli

more noteworthy is that she has been hard -of-
"hearing since birth. 1In
two sisters are also hard -of-hearing and her
"brother is deaféthe diff
classifications measured srmply by the. deC|beIs

of hearing loss.

Ask Reena how she has been able to assimi- -
late so well into a community of students with

.normal hearing and shedlf

about the Neptune Boar d
. glonal Deaf Education Program.

This award -winning program began in Nep-
tune-almost 40 years ago on a very small scale.
At that time, a single class for students with
hearing issues was pioneered in a room located

- in the basement of Summerfield Elementary

'_School. Since t hen, Neptune

Fdétcgtmn Prorgr m has géowrg to |ncgj%eca gre
“school and an elementary s%hool program sited’
at the new Summerfield School facility and pro-
grams at both Neptune Middle School and Nep- -
igh School. JTaod y, udit r|I re
'W%A?ﬁsét'u%ents rom alﬁocler &o?‘rr%outh i’léa“crjt
- Middlesex, Mercer, and Union counties travel to .
Neptune every day to take advantage of these
- classes:

* Neptune High School Principal, Dr. Richard Allen, with student,
Reena Banerjee.
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Neptuneds Al progr a
els are centered on the concept of total com-
munication. Total-communication has
teachers using the communication method
or combination of methods most appropri--

~ ate for a particular child at a particular -
stage of his/her development. Although -
Neptuneds Al student s
use voice and sign as their primary means
of interacting with others, such strategies
as lip reading, writing, gestures, body lan-
guage, and facial expressions are also used .
if they work best. It. is believed that the to-
tal communication strategy creates the
" "least restrictive" learning environment for:-
the deaf child since it is geared to each stu-
"dentds own unique abi
mental level.

Most of the students enrolled in Nep- Nep'gune Special, S~er_\_/ic’e§ §ugervi§q_r, quudia C Mqoij, a}nq Spgeci] Tga‘cher, S
tuneds Regional Deaf" EQukhaf FAROT Bh o'd P& nf EOE OOOAALOh 2T AA
enter the program at the age. of three: Sum- ' '

. merfield’School, where the preschool and elemen-
tary programs are located, has six New Jersey -
. certified Teachers of the Deaf on'staff, as well as
a fulltime Educational Interpreter, an Al Inclu-
sion Teacher, and two Al Speech Teachers. An.
audiologist also visits weekly.

. signed to regular classroom settings for specific:
subject areas. In -class supportiis provided by the
Inclusion Teacher and/or the Educational Inter-
preter to ensure that the students are able to fol-
low along with the lessons and that any ques-
tions that they may have are answered. The

- classes that each child will attend and the level

According to Special Setvices Supervisor; | of support or the accommodations that willbe, =
Claudia C. Mooij, the progoamdedyavegdasest on each vy
- dents start off their.education receiving intensive vidual Education Program (IEP).: * - Coen

help_and support within self - -contained-classroom - C o i ' X
- envri)ronmen?sp. All members of the Al team work . The km,c{s of dssistance provided to Sumrmier- -
collaboratively on the development of the young- f -8 | d6%& Al s.t.ud edfrtt_wesart.aMomg tral
sters6 communication ski IW'Ithsaéhongféa;gﬁ}l%(jIISthené%nd fgnﬁ”ysrpr‘f)oerti T
mastery of the traditionlal academic curriculum. tsr? rVICroS\;i:j € sc O? 6:-;?_ ILerelsger:sor}a Foraztems
Su HEme fi eII dos Pt ;N C'i pal ! Alétﬂdentgﬂg%utéﬁ?womh 'Wltaétlrgl I’stu—a nd .
her staff go to great lengths to ensure that their " 'tl lapel microph gt]h t pick Ub What- '
- Al students are included in every school event Qents V\.'e."’.lr- aPe r_nlcro_p one; ,.a- pic _up viha
and participate in lunch, recess, and, to the ever they are saying. The Al students, in turn,

RO wear small ‘receivers that di:
~ greatest extent possible, in classes such as-art - - -

and gym along with the rest of the school popula- voices right into their ears. If necessary, the FM
tion. . . . systems can block out any extraneous classroom

sounds to better support concentration and under-
As the Al youngsters become more and more | 's't andi.ng. Neptuneds Regi on.al
adept at communication skills, they are often as- | gram also makes use of closed captioning devices,
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captioned films,-specialized computer software, -

telecommunications devices for the deaf (TDD) - literally work day and night to ensure that our
and a visual fire alarm system : Al students are given every opportunity to par-
All Al students are continually evaluated and ttC|pa|tl_e n t):plcal day -tof-dhay high EChOOI ac_t|V|-I

: teachlng and socialization. strategles are specifi-- ties. Not only.are many ol these students main;
cally aligned-with individual needs. Speech ther- - | streamed into regular classes; they are aiso,in-
apy isan |mportant part of the program and stu- voIved in clubs, have been selected to play on

~dents are given every opportunlty to master oral | vano_us sports teams, and offen:assume:leader- '
laniguage and improve the clarity of their speech.” |5 hizp-iroles i n. many. other: - sp,
Thanks in large part to'the recently passed ' Reena, for example, has been in the Neptune '
0Graceds Law, 6 any New J erogsaegincyg sheiwagthreegears oich 8he is now
needs a hearing aid and whose family-cannot af- mainstreamed into all core content classes at Nep--

. ford one, is fitted for one for school use. As the tune High School. Herlanguage skills have devel-
use of Cochlear implants has become more and - |- oped to the point where she can even handle a gen- -
more commonplace, Neptune has increased the eral Engllsh class, which is not the norm for hard -

" support it provides to students who have hadthis | of-hear i n g young sters. 0Each
device implanted and must undergo intensive - | programs is geared to his/her unique needs and B
training in order to learn how to actuallyllsten ‘abilities, 6 says Teacher of
to and translate sound. l ow. oWe have students who

OWe take great pri d e i nﬁe?n% Ih% int §e maji%rrty o thrﬁ" c&asses V}.[t u -

" cation options that weé provide for our Al stu- ave other S ents who_may parcipate in.agen-- -
dent ’s, from preschool ri g Ifr‘rf’ll ec{ugmo%ma h?‘\ma ??g%s bgt@tterbdgelf

‘says Mrs. Mooij . .0An Al ‘8‘ Iplas S'rlln gl aqdﬁoﬁ'atft%dlgseed
me”s‘esfgjﬁlggy‘:m' jjrdnfl'jgf:’;tcaggoﬁr;’g;ams : where they aie and work t, give themthe highest - .
then our high school Al programs, both ofwhlch e elI _0 f:£°€°0 mmu.n ' _C 2410 M .n d.e

continue to provide individu-
alized support and constant
*_opportunities to assimilate to
a greater and greater degree
int'o the  hear’
.Neptune Hi.gh.
Program was recently sin-
gled out by the New Jersey
School Boards Association as
_ the recipient of a 2009 School
Leader Award.
gram here at Neptune High
is real.l.wy rema
the school 6s p
Richard Allen..
three Teachers of the Deaf,
three Educational Interpret-

- ers, and a Speech and Language Therapist who

~ Summerfield staff members, Candy Alburtus, Susan McGann, and Linda Morales, pose
with a group of their students.




